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My Loxp, 
HOUGH it is manifeſtly abſurd, 
13 and a Contradiction, to ſuppoſe, that 
any Man is, or can be, bound to do 
more than he can; yet this, I think, is un 
deniably certain, Tas every Man is, and muff 
be bound to do the 59 he can, whatever Re- 
lation, or Station he is in. By whatſoever 
_ it is wrong, or wnfit, to require the for« 
by the fame Rule it is, and muſt be, 
wiſh and fit to require the latter; becauſe, 
in Extremes, the' Middle muſt needs be right. 
Nor does it, I believe, need to be proved, 
that every CharaBer, Relation, and Station 
in Life, brings with it Obligations proper and 

| to itſelf —— or, that there is, in 
Obligations, a Sort of Scale, or certain De- 
grees of Precedency and Subordination of ſome 
to others — or laſtly, that our „ and 
higheſt Obligations are to God, and conſe- 
quently that we are bound to obey him, ra- 
ne than Men : ' Theſe are Points on all 
TW -.- Hands 


— 
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(2) 

Hands allowed. And it is from a thorough 
Senſe of theſe momentous Truths, that I offer 
theſe Papers to your Grace's conſideration, 
And indeed as they contain Matters of a very 
intereſting nature, not only to , but 
alſo to many others of the igſerior Clergy, to 
the Church we belong to, and even to Ci 
tianity tiſelf ; to whom could I ſo properly 
addreſs them, as to One, who is not only at 
the Head of the Church, but as much dif. 

tinguiſhed by his Wisdom, Moderation, and 
Love of 'Truth, as by the eminent Station, 
he poſſeſſes in it. Encouraged therefore by 
thoſe auuable Qualities (which from the Re- 
port of all Men, make up your Grace's Cha- 
rater) to hope, that the Importance. of the 
Matter (if it will not zuftify) may at leaſt 
extenuate the Preſumptian of this Addreſs; I 
will, without any further Preface or Apology, 
| proceed in my Deſign ;. which, I am ben > 
*. however meanly executed, | 


Your Grace then will pleaſe to bg 


(what hath been already . hinted) that I am 

not only 4 Minifter of: the Goſpel, but a 

e * oe eff * Church, My 4 
3 | 


(3) 
elinalion, as well as Profyfion, hath led me 
to be a good deal converſant with the Holy 
Seriptures : And, as Light is not more na- 
tural or agrecable to the Eye, than Truth is 
to the. Underſtanding z from hence I have 
fallen into ſome Sentiments, which are not, 
perhaps, exactly in the common Road. From 
luce, I fay 3 for if I know any Thing of 
tay: own Heart, I think I can ſafely affirm, 
that a Firidneſs for Novelty, merely as ſuch, 
is no Part of my Character. A Lover'and 
Seeker igf Truth, I readily own myſelf to be; 
but that, I hope, is no new Character. It ia 
evident; ere were om ſuch, even in the 
dark and dangerous: Times of Popery: And 
that in this happy Age of Light ind Laing 
there aro. many more, 1:cannot ſuppoſe your 
Grace. to bs ignotant. For, even in the nar- 
ro Compaſs of my. Arquaintance, I wilt 
venture to ſay, there are feveral, as well 
among the Clergy as the Laity, who are far 
from thinking the native Beauty and Sin 
pheity. of the, Ggpel 10 be yet fulfieiently' 
_ Cleared and reſtored ; or, the etablibed Form 
of guy religiotts Worſhip (how preferable fos 
eve Qialhehers) to be /0 complleat, m_—_— 
- OI B 2 


(4) 
admit of ſome further Improvement; and ts 
therefore would be glad to ſee that excellent 
Pian laid down and begun by our Refor- 
mers, carried on, as far as may be, towards. 
that Perfection, of which it is 1 


The Reformation, as bras it went, (and it 
went perhaps as far, as at that Time could well 
be expected) was indeed a glorious Workz and 


_ the Liturgy, the Articles, and the Homilies ſet 


forth by the Order of that hopeful young Prince, 
Edward the Sixth, (on doubtleſs be I 

ledged to have been very uſeful,” and 
neceſſary." for thoſe Times: But Nobody, 1 I 
preſume, will pretend to ſay, they were ſo 
fouſhed, as that no Alteration could ever be 
made in them for the better. For we know 


the /w00 firſt were, pretty. early in Queen Eli 


zabeth's Reign, new modell'd by the Bi- 
ſhops and Clergy, and then enjoined by Au- 


thority of Parliament. But even this was 


not thought to have done the Buſineſs: For, 
tho' in the Reign immediately ſucceeding, 
little more was produc d, than a very indif- 
ferent new Tranſlation of the Bible; yet af- 
terwards, in the Reign of Charles. the Se- 

1 cond, - 


($) 
cond, even in that gay and diſolute Reign, a 
Defign, or ſomething like a Defign, was 
form'd, and enter'd into, of reviewing the 
Liturgy : But the Time was not yet come : 
The Sphen, the Choler, the Rage, which 
had taken place ſome Years before, was not 
yet enough abated; and ſo, little, or "nothing, 
was done to the Purpoſe, and ſome Things, 
perhaps, which might a as well have been left 
alone. me 


— 


db that the next Ansaße l had 
more ſucceſsful ; that, I mean, which 
made ſoon after the Revolution of glorious 
Memory - — A Time, one would have 
thought, the moſt favourable to ſuch an 
Undertaking ; when the former Obſtacles 
were, in appearance, removed; and the whale 
Nation ſeem'd to be inſpired with on and 
the fame Spirit of Liberty y, and conſequently 
to be in the fitteſt Diſpoſition for cbunte- 
nancing and bringing ſuch a Work to good 
Effect. But, notwithſtariding Circumſtances 
ſeem'd ſo promiſing, this Opportunity was 
likewiſe loſt ; by what Means the 


World hath been alrcady informed. 
But, 


Ce ee es ee 
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But, though Little hath hitherto been 
done, yet from this Account it is eaſy to 
obſetve, that Something of this ſort hath long 
been judged neceſſary, and wiſh'd for 
that from time to time, there have been 
Some both of the Clergy and Laity, who, 
though they were truly thankful for what 
was done at the Reformation, yet have thought 
it was very imperfect, and might ſtill re- 


ceive ſome Improvement and that as 
the - Reformers like Wiſe and. Good. Men, 


made ſuch Alterations and Amendments, as 


they judged Right, or the Times would bear, 
but were never thought Irfallible; ſo con- 
ſequently, what they did, is rather to be 
underſtood as a Good Precedent, than to 
bind After-ages from imitating their Exam- 
ple, i. e. from aiming at ſuch Improvements 
in the Publick Worſhip of God, as, in their 


oven Conſciences, they are convinced, are 


moſt agreeable to his Will, and moſt con- 
ducive to his ivy, and the true n of | 
bis Church, 1 | 


1 

* 
No 
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if, notwithſtanding what bath been done, it 
hath been ;made to appear, and is owned 
and confeſſed by every moderate, wnprejudiced 
Perſon, that there is fill more wanting to be 
done —— What a Pity, or rather, what 
a Shane,” is it, that we, who have ſuch a 
Pattern before us, ſo good a Foundation 
laid (and at ſo much Hazard too) by our 
Forefathers, . and enjoy the Advantages of 
Knowledge, Learning and favaurable Times, 
ſo much 44yomd them, ſhould yet come ſo far 
ſhort of them in our Zeal and Endeavaurs 
for the Honour and Improvement of our 
Church and Worſhip ? | & 5 


There is, I think, my Lord, ſomething in 
the Mind of Man, which, if not wilfully 

ked, or otherwiſe hindered, would con- 
tantly lead him to deſire, and purſue, Per- 
feftion, In the Arts and Sciences, we ats 
daily refining and improving : In Matters of 
State, we ſeldom gal at leaſt to uiſb, that 
what we think amiſs, may be amended; 
and every prudent Man, doubtleſs, endra- 


* yours 


a 5 
yours the ſame in his private M fairs. And, 
why ſhould. we be more indolent and in- 
different in Things pertaining to Religion, and 
the Worſhip of the greateſ and moſt ber- 
fect Being ? Me of the Clergy in particu- 
lar, by our very Profeſſion ate Seekers and 
Teachers of Truth, At our taking upon us 
the Order of Prieſthood, your Grace knows 
very well, what a ſolemn Declaration the 
Church requires of us, that © The holy 
« Scriptures contain ſufficiently all Doctrine 
required of Neceſſity for eternal Salva. 


« tion through Faith in Jeſus Chriſt,” And, 


in Conſequence of this, what a ſolemn Pro- 

, miſe we make, © that we will teach no- 
« thing, as required of Neceſſity to eternal 

Salvation, but that which we are per- 

« ſuaded may be concluded and proved by 

te the Scripture :” And not only ſo, but alſo, 

that we will be ready with all faithful 

Diligence, to baniſh and drive away all er- 
* roneous and ſtrange Doctrines, contrary 

© to God's Word.“ To the ſame purpoſe, 

our VIth Article obliges us to confeſs, that 

Holy Scripture containeth all things ne- 
« ceffary to Salvation: So that whatſoever 
Is 


* (9) 

ig not read therein, nor may be proved 
thereby, is not to be required of any 
“ Man, that it ſhould be believed as an 
“ Article of Faith, or be thought requi- 
* ſite or  neceſlary to Salvation. In like 
manner, the XXth Article, though it aſ- 
ſerts: the Authority of the Church, yet 
expreſly teaches, that *© it is not lawful 
e for the Church to ordain any thing, that 
6 ig to God's Word written ; nei- 
, ther may it ſo expound one Place of Serip- 
© ture, thut it be to another, 
« Wherefore, though the Church be a Wit- 
e neſs and Keeper of holy Writ, ay Ap 
« it ought not to 'decree any thing ag 
* the ſame, ſo beſides the ſame ought it not 
«© to enforce any thing to be believed for 
. of Salvation,” And, as to the 
Authority of General Councils, the next Ar- 


900 very juſtly declares, that Foraſmuch 
i e e . (whereof 


ys « all. be not governed with the Spirit and 


40. Word of God) they may err, and ſome- 
* times: have erred, even in Things per- 


en to God: Wherefore Things or- 
„% e 


ner, at our Entrance into Prieft's Orders, 
and on other Occaſſons; And; when' brought 


(16) 
„ dained by them, «s heceffary to 'Silve- 
« tion, have -neither Strdthel nor Autho- 
« rity, unleſs it may be declared, that t 
* be taken out of holy: Scripture”; | Theſe, - 
my Lord, are the expyefi Poſitions and Ma- 
Bliſhed Tenets of ot Church; owned! tid 
aſſented to by us, in a moſt ſblemm Mün- 


and compared together, how plathly do they 


teach us tlie great Obligation, we of the 


Clergy are under, firſt to ſtudy and ſtel 
after the Truth of God Ward ; anch ter; 
to oppoſe and bam evety Bocttme; chat 
we are en is erronrons 10 80 acre Fry 


| thereto os 
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And very ſi ultably Wu bol Wu 
our Congregations, ate taught and .enjoitiett 
to pray, © that it would pleaſe: God to il 
« luminate all Biſhops; Prirfts, and Deacons, 
te yith true Knowledge and Underftanting 
10 of his Word that He would de- 
« liver us frotn all falſe- Doctrine 


d that he would rule and govern his Hdly 


« Church Univerſal in the right Way — 
tt that 


11 
* chat he would bring into the Way of 


« Truth, all ſuch as have erred and are 
 degeived ” ——» And, that all who pro- i 
4 fels and call themſelves Chriſtians, may 
« be led into the Way of Truth“ 

From which Paſſages, and others that might 
be mentioned, I cannot but think it evi- 
dent, that it is a fundamenta ! Principle of 
our Church, that her Members, eſpecially 
her Clergy, ought, not only to examine her 
Tenets, but alſo to. offer to the Publick, 
whatever they ſhall, upon ſuch Examination, 
find conducive to her Improvement, whe- 
ther in Doctrine, in Diſcipline, or Monſlip; 
and to endeavour, that ſhe may approach, 
as near as poſſible, to that Turb and Rucłi- 
tude, for which we are taught ſo frequent- 
ly to pray. For, ſeeing it is, an undeubted 
Truth, that God defigned, and expects, us 
o be his Agent, and Inflruments of his 
Providence, 45 far 4s the Abilities, be hath 
Ziven us; will feach ; and conſequently, that 
b ls neceflarily implied in the Nition of 
Ne that out Endeavours ſould always 
gceampany, or ſecond our 'Petitions : how 
abſurd, what Mockery, muſt it be, Day 


(12) 
after Day, to offer up theſe Petitions to that 
moſt wiſe and tremendous Being, if we do 
not, Beides, contribute what we reaſonably 
can, toward the Accompliſhment thereof, 
i. e. if we either neglect to ſeek and diſcover 
the right Way ; or, if after having diſcover d 
it, we do not ſet it forth, and ſbew it actord- 
ingly ? It is this very Principle and Practice, 
to which our Church owes even her preſent 
Degree of Truth and Perfection, and upon 
which the Reformation itſelf ſtands: And 1 
am inclined to hope, ſhe will never act ſo in- 
conſiſtent a Part, as to deny the Recritud of 
that Principle in her N upon which 
he herſelf proceeded, and on 1hich "alone ſhe 
is now able to maintain her Ground, 
It is not, my Lord, my Intention to give 


any Offence, but only, with an hone Free- 
dem and Plainnęſi to ſpeak the Truth; which, 
with all reaſonable Men, is, 'and ought to 
be, before every other Conſideration. Seeing 
then it is evident from the foregoibg Quo- 
tations, what, are the Pringipli and Tenets 
of our Church, viz. that every Clergyman 
ought to ſtudy the holy Scriptures, and hath 
ag ey o Judge for wmf what le the 


2 true 


. C4) - | 
true genſe of them — to baniſh all ex- 
roneous and” ſt ' DoEtines, contrary td 
God's Word and to teach nothing, 
as neceſſary to Salvation, but what, he 
perſuaded, is agreeable thereto I hope 
I ſhall not be thought to give any juft Offevice 
To well meant Liberty I am going to 
take, of enquiring into the Meaning and 
Obligation of that Subſcription required ih 
our Church, and is Conſiteney with the 
forementioned Principles and Tenets. 

Buy the 46th Canon, it is well known, 
every Clergyman, before he can be admit. 
wt to any Ecelefiaſtical Living, &c. is oblig- 
ed to fabſeribe three Articles, The iſt. 
Concerning the King's Supremacy : The. ad. 
5 the Lawfulneſi of ing the Book 
of Common Prayer, &c. The za concerning 
the Book of Articles of Religion. My Bu- 
ſineſt is only with the two Laſt: And the 
Meaning of our Subſcription to them is | 
plainly' this to un- 


acknowledge“ 
der our Hands, that © The Book of Com-“ 
con- 


« mon Prayer contalnoth in it Nothing 
4 trary to the Word of God: And, ln 
« all and every the Articles) in Number 
5 3 « Thirty-' 


tad 


4. Thirty-nine, are agreeable to the Word af 
4 God.” But here we. may obſerve, there 
js ſome little Difference in the Expreflions: 
Of the Book of Common Prayer, it is only | 
ſaid, that * it contaigeth in jt nothing con 
_ to Of the Articles, © that they 
agreeghly to the Word of God.” 
Which Difference, I ſuppoſe, was made in 
Conſideration of the Preface, Calendar, Ru- 
brieli, and other Directions, in the Book . 
of Common Prayer ; and was not owing to 
any ſuppoſed Difference in the Dactrinet con- 
tained in it: Of gohich, I preſume, a4 well 
as of the Article; (ſeelng they tally ſa exe 
aFly together) it is to be underſtood, that 

they are agreeable to the Ward of Cad, l. e. 
pow red delivered in the y berlp⸗ 
tures, or fairly and truly dedue'd = con- 
n from them. . 


Or OO TIMED 
Subfeription, 84, to me, it plainly Paz 
he: And, if the forementiongd Prinęiplſ 
and Tewets are 47 the Pringiples and Tevers 
F our Church | a, from the ſeveral Paſſages 
_m— I think, cannot n I Me 


I may 


| 


(#5) 
'? nuy be permitted th aſe L What that! 


any do, If, after an borieft avid in 
W re he ſhalt gw THI 
that any in our Ari, 


— * or other 4 A u not 


truly grounded on Seripture, but 
ill tndir food, ind wrong fled? Muft hb 
preach and maintain ſuch 4 Doctrine? I aps 
not ; becauſe, in ſo doing, he will 
a& both againſt his Perſugiam, and hie > 
linm Promiſe at his Ordination. Shall be 
then preach, or write again it, fie ſet 
forth les to, or Want of Fund 
Hom in, the No, bb he muſt 
een leſt he ſhould be judg'd guilty 
of impugning his Subſcription, and conſ conſe. 
quently incur the Conſures of the Chure ju 
Shall he then, | laſtly, be guite fut, and 
neither preach, nor write about it at all } 
How will har be conſiſtent with his ah 
ſolemn Promiſe, made likewiſe at his Ord- 
nation, to © be ready with all faithful Dili» 
« gence to baniſh and drive away all erro- 
i neous and ſtrunge Doctrines, i. e. all Doc- 
ie trines which, he it prrſuaded, are contrary 
«to God's od Sq- that he muſt necgſ 
„ fariy 


'reſſgnily 'offend, either againſt tbe Cburch, or 
againſt Truth and his own Conſcience, | 
what a ſad. Dilemma muſt a Man be u 
when he can nelther ſpeak, what he thinks 
Truth, with Safety, nor be filent . without 
Offnce # | Suppoſe, | for Inſtance, that any 
Clergyman, aſter the moſt mature and dili- 
gent Examination of Scripture, cannot 1555 
ade himſelf, that the Daa of the Fe 
commonly 


nity,” as laid down in the Creed. 
aſcribed, to Atbangſus (tho: ſome * 
of Years later than him). ang in ſome other 
Parts of the Liturgy, is a Doctrine agreeable 
to Gods Ward 705 becauſe he OO! not: only 
, "lit, M Se. 

. Biſhop, Sherhck ee pen ce Belge of My- 
ſteries, and endeavouring to —_— Chriſtianity of the 
Objections which Deiftical Perſons may bring againſt it, 
on account of the'DoArine of the-T rihity; ſays, Vol. 1, 
Page 137. of his Diſcourſes God hath declared 
55 to us, that he has an only begotten Son, and that 
40 he was the Perſon who came down. from Heaven for 
& our Deliverance : — that he has art Holy Spirit, who. 
& ſhall ſanctify our Hearts, and be aſſiſting to us in 
working out our Salvation. This, ad agreeable to 
cs this, is the Scripture. Doctrine: And '3 Man would 
« be put to it to fix any Abſurdity,, or, ſo much as 
T ſeeming Contradiction upon this Poctrine, /or any 


6 „ching ſaid concerning it in Scripture.” Now tho' 7 
can 


(ip) 
Se. Paw} declaring, 1 Gr vIll. . that 418 
(Chriſtians) chere in but one God, the Pather, 
Ar wh} as the Fountain) we all Things = 
UE i. 1 F by, or thro! 
rope (ae the Mean or Agent) art all Thinge 
= but alſo, 1hv Son bimſelf expreſly confeiting) 
Yohn v. ry. that e eee | 


pan gr jln Joln with, big Lordſhip in this, and in 
y pleaſed with his Me Manner of diſplay 18 NR 
Ces ud. 1ablenefs of Guy 75 14 75 1 
ho will have biel ts Buceelh with the Bebe y 
Thu hey approtiend the gfebi®'7 Nigris. 4 
Obuneb (whereof his L. rdſhip is not lx. dang 


but'a Biſbep) to be, ip appearance, fo 
this Head from that; Which, he tells them. ls the Serij 4 


thre Doctrine, Fer, may they not reafmably expe 
a Church, which claims'to be built upors der- 
TNT of 'Seriptary Þ. 


And willy vo err Farr 


clude; elther that N. 100 
8 or nth Dur f A 

criplitt Dddrine upon this - Article? fn Loa 
therefore, I hope, will conſider, how, much 3 
un ? he would do any fu Serbice. te e 
to con his Affſtance (conſiltetitly with by 6 
courſe) to reduce the Church DedIrinr to the Stajitlard 
of Seriptyre; and Þ to remove thoſe Objections er 
the Ghriftian Revelation, which ariſe, not frats the Re+ 
uglation ;i/elf, but from the authoritative Int ratutiani, 
= e Concluſion of weak and fallible Am. 

D 


(18) 
and «gain, Jahn xiv. 8. that bis Father is 
greater than be. Or, ſappoſe, he cannot per- 
ſuade himſelf, that to ſupplicate and 0 * the 
Holy Spirit is agreeable; to God's Wax 
cauſe he thinks, he does not find therei 
any Precept for it, or any Iaſtancę of ach | 
Practice „ which, he may reaſonably pre- 
ſame (had it been neceſſary to Salvation) 
would not have been wanting, or a Point of 
ſuch Tmportance have been left to be made 
out from obſcure and doubtful Expreſſions, 
by far-fetch'd Dedu@ions and Conclufions— 
Or, laſtly, ſuppoſe, that tho he may believe | 
this Doctrine himſelf, yet he cannot pro- 
nounce certain Damnation againſt an boneſt 
conſcientious Chriſtian, for not beheving it; 
becauſe tlie thinks, that to do ſo is contrary | 
to that Charity, which above all Things i is re- 
quir' d in Scripture of Chriſtiang towards one 
another, as neceſſary to Salvatioff-Suppoſing, 
E-fay, all, or any, of theſe Caſes to n, 
what muſt the poor Man do? Before be can 
be admitted to 10% Preferments, he is, by 
the 36th Canon required to ſubſcribe, not 
only to the 39 Articles, i. e. to acknowledge 


them under his Hand to be all and every of 


chem 


| 19 | 
them agreeable | to God's Words. but: allo; to 


the Book. of Common Prayer, &. ſo far, as 
to acknowledge, that it containeth in it 


nothing contrary to the Word of God, Nor 
is this all: For, after his Adniiffion,.. in 
caſe it be a Benefice-with Cure, by 13 Eliz. 
c. 12. he is obliged, publickly to read the 
39 Articles. in his Church, in Time of 
Common Prayer, within two Months af= 
ter his Induction ; and after reading them, 
to make Declaration of his unfeigned-. . 
ſent to them on Pain of Deprivation:? 
And by 14 Garles IId. commonly (called 
the A of Unifermity, he is likewiſe hourly 
under the ſame Penalty, © upon/ſome Lords 
Day” within a limited Time, © toread Morn. 
<« ing and Evening Prayer, and aſter al 
*<. reading thereof, openly and publickly,. he- 
e ſote the Congregation there 
to declare his unfeigned Aſſent and Con- 
« ſent” (in the' Body of the Af it is) to; 
« the Le of All, (but in the Form of, | 
2 Declaration, there ſet. down, it is,) to: 
« all. and every Thing contained and pre- 
1. W in, Rnd js the 8. dukte 


| D 2 LOG A. 


* 


A ' 52 4 * WOT 


0 20) 
* Ge, And, how c he do all 136; hilt 
| be refunded, how Ivy thang e 


* 


* T know,” it 3 fad, ge de arc tr -, 
Y4 Charles II. ought not 'to 'be' underſtood to require 
us to give our -Unfe/gned Hom and Cent th wrt 
than to the Uſe of the Bab df Common Payer 
though the Ward, Uſe, is_Jeft out in the 8 
Claration; becauſe, that which. js more, plam ad pic 


ought. to 4 that which i is *l; fo and that 
dach ET Rb 4d on be Die: 
ties and QbjeQions raiſed, r 


nifterial Conformity. But, 2 not be NN 
Bkewile, t the Fitneſs of 


0 ey 

of a Elburky, dt depend en ay be Be 
trinet contained in it? Ter etch L 

led, as m0 think, that 3 Mun may not very iris. 
cently, give his Aſſent ta the Life of « Liturgjls/ th,ü).: 
he cannot entirely, approve of every Expreſſions. or — 
Prebeſtio in it, (becauſe, in human ompoſitiong,” Per 
feclſon h not to be expected) zen Heth, che Cin in 
very different, if he finds 42 lud downs 
Fundamental, and any Practice, grafted upon it 
which, he thinks cannot be aſſented to, or ut" 4 
ently with the Word and Attributes of God Which 

ly fhews, that an unfeigned Aſfent and Canet 
ts. the Uſe of a Liturgy, muſt, in the Nature ef the 
Thing, imply [likewiſe an unfeigned Aſſont and Con- 
ſent to. the main and principat Dering in it; and 
tht they cannot be _—_— from each other, 

And therefore, I cannot But chat the Author 


of 


E 


9:0 Wore? ts 6 


— — "bs — where 
matte „ a Man 
1 ef emal Neſr enn, in ſubſcribing 
1 iu much = Mangel 
When ne wes Fog in ohe<P late, (he teure 
— Jaqpp 1d promiſo, that e Will 
10 Saloutien, but wat 

he N de proved fern 


— ind in anorber Plate, obligts rh 
gan ram, We, 


F * , N * 1 * 


op 


(22) 
and confequently to teach, that unleſs a 
Man believes, ſuch and ſuch a Dodtrine, 
avithout Doubt he ſhall periſh everlaſiingly, 
when perhaps he is not - perſuaded, that It 
may. be prov'd from Scripture =—— how - 
js the poor Man to extricate himſelf; or, how 
are theſe Things to be reconeiled? How, I 
ru ſhall we — this Praftice of the 
Church, with thoſe juſt and rational Petitions 
before-mentioned —— with thoſe truly Pro- 
teftant Tenets in the vith, xxth, and xxiſt Ar- 
ticles w———— and with thoſe ſolemn Pronyſes, 
which are requir'd of, and made'by, « 
Prigft at his Ordination, and I will 
by every- Biſhop too, at his Gonſecrution? 
I em not willing to think, that when eur 
Church threw off the Power and Infallibi- 
iy of Rome, (he did it with a View to 
Sn them Her/eff, or, that She intended 
to mock her Clergy with a Shadow, inſtead 
of ſeturing to them that real Liberty, which» 
by .Reaſen, and the Goſpel, and her own 
Principles, they have an indiſputable Right 
to: And yet, by they muſt e, . 
folutely, and without any Limitation and Ex- 
ception, to ſubmit and yield Aſſent wy 
6 9.4 n | 2 er 


3 


not ſeem to have run Into chat Abſurdity ? 

For, to acknowledge, that an AH of 
Men may err, and yet to require an un 
mited Aſent to all their Doctrines and De- 
crees, What is it, but to make Herſelf Falk. 
kible and Infallible at the ſame time? An In- 
conſiſtency, vin Gn Gare? of” 90 00m.” 
guilty of. 
And, on this Occaſion, k op Ads 

be obſerved, that the Mind of Man ſeems. 
to be ſo fram'd and conſtituted, as not to. 
be able, E 
Superiors may require, . 
may deſire. For, if Foith bo an Afent of 
the Mind to ſomething upon Evidence, it 
plain, that Faith is not purely a Matter of 
Choice, but. Something, wherein the Mind 
is rather paſſive, and which depends on the 
Nature and Degree of the + Evidence, and 
every Man's Perception of it. A Man b: \ 
deed may choſe. or refuſe, to attend to the 5 
Evidence, (which aft ſeems to denote, what 
the Author of the Hebrews, Chap. iii. 12. 
calls an evil Heart of Unbelief, i. e. 4 Heart 
W 
Affec- 


dy 


* 


(44) 
A alan which hinder him from conlidess 
Ing and ſeeing the Truth) but if he dub ats 


tend to it; he canner db, or refuſe; tor bo» 
Heve, juſt a» he hath 4 Mind; but muſt do 
the ove or the other, according as the Evi- 
e e OS And 


: Sad wal e 1 % an 0 
Paſſage in Dr. Taylor's Liberty of Prophecying; ſo pat 
to my Purpoſe, and  expreſlive of my Senſe, that 1 
cannod farbear giving it th your Grace; 1. deb. Nun 
though ſomewhat lang, It is in hit 
13, where, after ſeveral Arguments to ſhew = 22 
Juſtice and Unreaſmnadlneſs of Force in Matters of 
b 
ele unjuſt; nor 
4 unfeaſdnable, yet is nothing, under God 
« Almighty, that wy ower EA Men 
© ſo as to command & Perſuaſion, or to judge a Diſ- 
4 agreeing : Human poſitive Lawe direct all externat 
«4 N in onder to fiveral Eads, and the Judges take 
D 
? PUR a « 
« gainft bis Will t for, becauſe it's nd KN ty 
« external Obedience, it neither looks after 
« ay nor And oe pally nor take notice 
« . fuljeR to human Power, than the Will; for 
i that human Power hath a Command over external 


* Ada, which naturdlly and reguhuly flow from the 
« Will 


L 


* 
. 
% 


| tet ere tn — 
r t. el 0 
% aw; 

bo Will, & ut dome te apap 

but always either a or indirect Volition, 

«mary or accidental: Th Aron is" a Na- 
1 tural Faculty, ſubject to no command, but where 
— lf 6 Ran ft a ad 
bv Atheros og) commanding us 


ILL Revelations, perſuades and ſatiafies 
gs ene by "by his commanding and reveil - 


ok g. For there is no greater probation in the World. 
Wat Fropoſuien is true, than becauſe God hath 
9 ; commanded us to believe it. But becauſe no Man's 
| 10 Command is a Satisfaction to the Underftanditig, 
" or u Verification of the Propoſition, 'therefore "the 
«Uh i not ſubject to human Authority. 
« They may perſuade, but not enjoin, where God 
Nen And where God hath, if it appear 
to him, he is an „if he doch not believe 
& it. And if all Men e other Efficacy or 
« Authority on the Underſtanding, bur by Perſuatons 
4 Propolal, and Entreaty, then à Man ie bound te 
* aſſent. but yerarfing is de Operation, of the Ar. 
t, and the Energy of Perſuaſion } "nelther in- 
. he, though 2 and 
« he that out of Fear, and too much 
«and Deſire to be füſe, ſhall defire to bring hie Un- 
% durſtanding with ſome Luxation to the Bel 
„ man DiQates and Authorities, may us oftan'mifh e the 
% Truth, as hit it; but is ſure always to loſe the Com» 
6« n upon Indirect” 


inſuſfi» 


of hu- 


* 


('26)) | 
2 Declerstion of unſtiged Aſſent,. 46% 
lutely and without any Limitatian, ſeems tp 
deal very hardly not only with her Clergy, 
but with human Nature jet, as. well as 
rnconfiftently with the Wiſdom and Equity of 
thoſe Principles and Tenets, which J have 
hefore ſhewed, are the very. Hef, cd Fun- 

' dation, upon which ſhe ſtands, © 
may be 


I am well aware, how ready ſome 
to reply here, that This cannot be deem'd 
a Matter of — or Complaint : Be- 
cauſe, if a C cannot comply with 
the Terms preſcribed, he is at Liberty to 
refuſe them; nay, and ought to do fo ; and 
eyen to give wp any Preferment, he may 
be already poſſeſſed of, rather than do Wo- 
lence to his Conſcience by continuing to hold 
it, upon Terms, which he thinks Wee 
tural and wnreaſenable. 
This is indeed a ſbort Way of anforering 
the n whether it be @ n 
| ORG, 


40 infullicient, and incompetent — And, * 
« his Deſire it ſhould be %, is his beſt Argument 
« that it is ſoz ſo, the pleaſing of Men is his beſt. 


* Reward, and his not being condemned and es 
« tenſion, ol oy Pullin of 6 Tak 55 


(27) 

dne will ſooh ippitar: For Which is -beſt; 
i: e. moſt -reaſonable, and moſt defireable, 
that Things ſhould be put into fuch @ Stats 
an Method, as all may ſoftly comply with 
r,, into a State and Method, an 
will exclude the mof# veirable, i. e. the moſt 
conſcientious Men, and them only, from the 
Mintfity z and perhaps reduce fome that are 
already in it, to the hard Neceflity of ſtary« 
ing with weir Families? For: your 


pture, the Tenets and Doe. 

required and obliged to ſub- 
die thats Aſt th —— that, . 
— if they are ſo happy to meet 
with 1 Friend aud Patron, yot Few of ther 


rin the 


(28) 
7 ones, whom, 3 the Laws of God 
Man, they are bound to maintain 
Laſtly, that having dedicated tbemſeluet, the 
Beft of their Days, and the little Fortung 
they had, to this Profeſſion, they are not 
allow'd u, nor indeed capable or qualified, 
to exerciſe and manage any worldly 'Trade 
or Employment : If therefore after Twenty 
or Thirty Years honeſt Application in their 
Profeſſion, any of them ſhould be per- 
ſuaded, that ſome Doctrines, held by our 
Church, and to which they have formerly 
ſubſcribed, are either contrary. io, or can» 
not be proved from, Holy Scripture, what 
Method" is to be taken under theſe hard 
Circumſtances ? Shall they quit their Pre. 
| ferments, or continue to hold them for the 
Sake of ee 1 n ? + Every 
* Repin tells. us, "at 2 a a Canon, made in "the 
Reign of King Edgar, it was ordered, < that Priefts 
& ſhould learn ſome Trade, that they might be able 
to get a Livelyhood, in caſe of Necellity.”; Arid, 


how happy would it be for ſome Clergymen, if 
ſuch Canon, or Law, were in force Now-a- days? 


1 The Right Rev. Author of the Preface to Pr. Sa- 


muel Clarke's Peſthumcus . giving ſome Account, 
How 


(29) 
R 
„ nn 


« How it came to paſs, that this great Man 
© never rais'd higher in the Church;“ tells us p. 48, 
49, Edit. 8vo, It was neither for Want of 
nor Intereſt, nor the Favour of ſome, in whoſe Pow- 
er it was to have rais'd him. Nut he had Reaſons, with- 
& in his own Breaſt, which hinder'd him either from ſeek- 
ing after, or accepting any ſuch Promotion He was 
&« happy (faith his Lordſhip) in that Station, in which it 
had pleaſed God to fix him, before thoſe Reaſons took 
% Place.” And, what thoſe Raſen, were, his Lard- 
ſhip gives us ſufficient Room to gueſs, P age 27—where, 
ſpeaking of Wig/lan's Hoſpital at Loipe, whereof 


Dr. Clarke had been Mafttr, he ſays, * It wir a Place 


« of no very great Profit, but made agreeable to him i= 
* by the Method of taking Poſſeſſion of it, free from 
ſome of thoſe Circumſtances, which by Loy goed 
* upon moſt other Preferments.” | 


en ee than ihn thid conan; i Dt. Clerks 
had ſome Scruple about ſub/cribing, which he could 
not get over; and was therefore ſo honeſt as not to 
ſubſcribe any more: But he till kept the Living he had ; 


| 4 vor does his Lordſhip blame him for it. And cat we 
ſuppoſe, | that ſo great and good a Man, as Dr. Claris, 


wou'd haye given ſuch an Example, if he had, not 
thought the Practice juſtifiable ; or, that ſo great and 
gend a Man, as his Lerdbip, wou d have recorded it 
without fome Note of Dilapprobagonyif he had though, 
it deſerved any? 


( 5) 

* are they ſure, aſter all; they 
'ſhall-not. be cenſur'd as Revilters ? Theſe, 
#9 Lord, are Conſiderations which ſeem 
to render the Caſe of ſuch Clergymen truly 
pituble, eſpecially as they have not the 
Remedy in their own Power, And what 
reaſonable Mum can help thinking,” that if 
chere de any Blame i in this Part of their Con- 
duct, a great Share of it muſt, and will, in 
the "op reſt- upon thoſe, who, after ſuck 
_ "reaſonable Application, as of late Yeats hath 
deen thade to them, Mill refuſe; or neglect 
to contribute their Aſſiſtance, towards re- 
moving the Grievances complain d of. For 
my own part, my Lord, 1 freely own, that 
Jam One of Thoſe unhappy Mortals who can- 
not fubmit-their Net and Underſtanding to 
the mere Joſe Dixit of any Man, or Church, 
upon Earth. I was indeed brought up to 
the Minifry, with a very go Li w kf 
and I enter d into it with a truly fincere De- 
fanandDefire of being as uſeful in it as could, 
Bur at the ſame Time I muſt acknowledge 
that, my Education being all ny Fortune, 1 
ſubſerit'a, and did every "Thing. the Church 


ni (as many. other young Mm ow 


- — 


Sufficient 


.Circymſtances, I (29) do) tefare 1 was 
acquainted with the Dottrines ſuB- 
'&rib'd to, their Frundgtion in Scripture, and 
the Controves-fes, which, Fl have fince found, 
Have deen raid, and carried | on, about them 
in the Chriſtjan World“ Ang here, * | 
Lord, is one of thoſe "Things, which, 1 
think, may be teckon d. H/ Mameab le amo on 
Us, viz. that raw, young Candi dates ed 
ders (nay, eyen Boys, fy ele Scho 55 
the * Y arc obl bio 
[ tt do 11 BY 
;& «Army nt cen ee 
ec ma 
Fond th . Youth aim pl the Ur 2 
of Oxford, if he be above-twelve Years of A8. 
requir'd, and (one wou'd imagine) ſuppos d ts be f 
Bcientiy qualified, to ſubſeribe to all thoſe. ab/iruf 
Paints in the 39 Angcles ; and yet, not. to be rf ie dg 
take the Oaths to the Government, till he is en 
And i is it not ſurpriſing, that neither that learnt hd ve- 
ntrable Body itſelf, nor any of theſe great - Men, 'who 
rom therice/ have become Ornaments in Chunch, and 


to copfider this Matter, gng-to 
A e At? Ge Lenk, Ha 
this abſurd Practice; which can ſerve no other 


but to make a mere Joke and Farce of Sub N 
5 tp teach the Youth to conſider it ay f FRE | 


G 


"have ever, that cet hearofy, thought je yon, | 


= "20 RR. 
and ſubſcribe to thoſe obſcure and 2 
Doctrines of the Trinity, Original Sin, Pro- 
deſtination, Grace, &c. (which have puz- 
zled the Learned for Jo many Ages, and fill'd 
tze World with ſo many Volumes; and) of 
which perhaps they underſtand no more, 
than of the Coran of Mabomer, or the Doc- 
trines of Confucius, A Method this, in my 
humble Opinion, little to the Honour of a 
Church and Nation, which calls and and profeſ- 
ſeth itſelf Protelant : Becauſe, as it mani- 
feſtly obligeth us to /er out with an implicit 
Subſcription z ſo it viſibly tends to continue us 
in it ever afterwards ; there being many, 1 
doubt, who, having once ſet their Hands 
what they did not underſtand, may think it 
beſt not to endeavour to naderfluad it, but to 
take Things for granted; leſt it ſhould di- 
ſturb their Repoſe, or endanger their Ortbo- 
doxy and Advancement, to examine, what, at 
firſt, they thus blindly ſubſcrib'd to, out 
of mere Neceſſity, And therefore,” my Lora, 


a all D | * it) wou d it 5 


* Ferm without any Muaning, and'to prepare them for 
a blind Submiſſion to whatever ſhall be impos'd upon 
them, 3 


(33) 

| be detter; i. e. more. for the Honour of our 
Church, and of Religion in general, either 
that no Subſcription at all was requit d of out 
young Candidates for Orders ; or, if there maſt 
be any, that it was only to ſome ſuch plain 
Propoſition, as tis, viz, that the boly Scrip- 
tures are the Nord of God, and contain every 
Thing neceſſary to Salvation? This wou'd be 
them properly, and as they reglly | 
ate, i. e. as Tiro only, and Beginners, and 
not as Rabbis, and deep learned Divine; 
which they can no more be expected to be, 
than a young Student of the Temple to be im- 
 mudiately capable of deciding the moſt knot« 
| wap ad ur v4 1/18) 4w,4:119 fd 

LIST 


But indeed, ina Procylant Church and Nas. 
ion why ſhould not ſuch a as 
this, be ſufficient for the Clergy'in general; 
ſeeing it virtually comprehends an Obliga- 
tion to acknowledge the Doctrine even of 
the preſent Articles, at far as any one Id pry. | 
fuaded, they aro founded on Scripture, which 
theſe' Articles them/eves exhibit, .as the only 
Criterion or Touchfiones of Truth ? A Clergy- 


poo I ay, by * requir'd to ſubſcribe to 
tais 


Q 


(34) 

this Angle Article only, wou d not be obligd 
to diſmon or deny any of the old ones, if 
thought them true: He might ſtill enjoy the 
old Sytem of Faith, only with this Difference, 
that he wou'd not have it in his Power to mo- 
left and make Hereticks of thoſe, dern con'd 
not believe exactly as he did, | 


If here it ſhou'd- be ſaid (as ooſibly i 
may, by ſomebody or other) that unleſi - 
Clergy are tied down to ſome certain and ex- 
preſs Standard of Faith and Doctrine, they 
will be liable to run into a Variety of range 
and extravagant Notions," and to fill the 
World with abundance of ale, if not hurt- 
ful, Diſputes, —— My Anſwer: is, 1ſt. 
We have long experiene d, how vain' it ii to 
| ſet up any Standard of Faith, but the Scrip- 
tures, and.how ineffectual all our Bat ad 
Fences have been, to prevent . Diverſity! of 
Opinions, and Diſputes in the World. And 
indeed, why ſhou'd they be prevented Is 
not, to differ in Opinion, the unallenable 
Right of human Nature; and a, free Debate 
and Enquiry, the only rational Way of 
_— at the rn 11 n are denied us, 

and 


635) 
nud we muſt needs (wallow, what is put in- 
to our Mouths, what Matter is it, what be- 
comes of our Bibles, or whether we are born 
with» Luar ſtandingi or no — 2dly, The 
Hoy Scripture: either are a certain and expreſi 
Standard ef Faith and Doctrine, or they are 
not: If they are, as our Articles themſebves 
abundantly declare, what need of any other ? 
—"39ly;' The Hy Scriptures, in all neceſſary 
Points 'of Faith and Doctrine, are plain and 
intalli gilue, or they ute nat : If they are, as we 
affirm" againſt the Papi, why ' ſhould not 
they alone be deem d ſufficient ? And, if they 
' Are not, who hath ſuch Authority 


ſolutely to ſubmit to their Interpretation 
The - xxth' Article indeed ſaith, The 
Church hath — Authority in Controverſies 
«of Faith.“ But Who, or | What, is the 
Church / For I do not find by the preceding 
Article (which profeſſedly deſcribes: @ viſible 
Church) that it ſignifies either b Conuoca- 
tion, or even the whole Clergy, alone ; but, 
rather, the whole Number of Faithful, i. e. 
believing Men; Laity as well a6 Clergy, in 


Church 


to inter- 
pret them, that all others ſhall de bound ab. 


. __ let us ſuppoſe the = 


Church here ſpoken of, to mean 
tb Biſhopr and Clergy/in Convecation'; what 
thelr Authority 5 — 4 Faith 1 lol, 
to judge concerning — 9 
> deliver fach for b own 
Judgment ? Or, is it an 727 75 to ſatile 
and — pre a Majority off Vote, what 
ſhall be Truth, |, 6, the * of Faith 
and Doctrine, to 4 cb, I Now, ſu 
th, to be the Deen of the Clauſe, It is n&% 
vertheleſs to be remember'd, that the ſame 
Article, which gives them bis Authority, 
doth limit them abjolutely to God's Ward 
written, again which, and led which, 
they may not. enforce any Thing to be -belien'd 

for Neceſſity of Salvation, * And, who is to 

judge, whether what is decreed by them; be 
founded upon Scripture, or not? For if the 
Article hath any Senſe in it, Somebody muſt 
be ſuppas'd-to judge in the Caſe: Shall they 
then be the ſole Judges Themſelves ? Ther 
ſeems hardly reaſonable; becauſe the ] 

Majority of Votes, which, at firſt; par, 
we. may well ſuppoſe, will alſo «firm, the 
Decree. Beſides, if av the next Article af. 
ny ** Councils W 0 
9 60 they 


(/37, ) 
16 hey bs an Atlenbly of Man, whereof a/l 
_ us dy) Spirit and Word 
« of err, and ſometimes have 
Ph lon unto God j" 
may not ihr ſa ſame likew be trus of a Ne» 


Holy NY ERA | 
oy Nature of dhe Thing, af 1.8 


the Word of God, ond contain every Thing 1 
cafſary 4 Sobvation ?\ Eſpecially, if there | 
were added a ſplemn Drcleretion, to be mad 
en all proper Octafions, by - 
nun, to this Effect, vis, that be will r, 


ar maintaiz\ notbing as." neaeflary 16 Salvatidi,. 


638. ) 
hir gap BW is din may be provid and 
oh ce, 4 from gt * eee, EP 
What my very Ortbodes, nin c 
tious Brethren may think of this — 
beſt” known to themſelves: for my own 
Part, 1 froely declare, that I cannot perceive 
any one Inconvenitrice;” or ill Confequenc ce, but, 
on the contrary, think, I ſee” many good 1 6 
which. this Method would be wh likely to 

reduce,” Would it, for Inſtance, end | 

y one "neceſſary Truth of the Goſpel? Would 

it render any ane Scripture: Doctrine of our 
Church Jeſt firm und ſocure ? Would it keep 


ay aher ung Mm out of the Miniſtry, or 
let in Wort that ure wideſerving,, than the 


preſent Method F' Would it leſſen elther the 

Credit, or the Neuenur of the Clergy, and 
ſo render them % able: to do Good, than 
they now are ? On the other hand, are Truth 
and Unity, the Points we aim at? What 
would 2 naturally contribute to | theſe 
valuable Ends, than the Method; here pro- 
poſed" and recommended | I do not mean 
ſaeb"an Agreement in the Truth, as would 


aſtute, und at once, put in End to 4% 
: Error 


(39) 

Ern and all Diſputes amongſt us: That, 
in the Nature of Things) ſeems utterly un- 
attainable ; and therefore not to be hoped 


be alſo Hergſias, i. e. different Sefts and Opi- 
nions, among ou, that they which are ap- 
proved, may le made manifeft: Which ſeerns 
to imply, not only that different Opinions, 
from the different Capacities and Educations 
of Men, are unavoidable,” but alſo that there 
is a kind of Fitneſs, that it ſhould be fo," for 


the better Diſcovery and Manifeſtation of 


Truth. What therefore 1 mean, is plainly 
this =—— that, as the boly Scriptures 
a Rule, which all reaſonable Cbriſtiau ad- 
quieſce in: if, inſtead of the 4. 


tons and Concluſion: of uninſpired und fall 


ble Men, an Aſent to theſe Seripturni' in ge- 
neral was all, that wis reqult d it 
would, I am perſuaded, be the moſt effec- 
tual Method to bring Men to all that . 
greement in the Truth, which can reaſonably 
be expected, and prevent much of that Di. 
verſity of Opinion: (and of that Unebarita« 
bloneſt, too often from thenes ariſing) which 
our preſent Standard and Subeription have 

never 


for. There myſt (ſaith St. Paul, 1 Cor; xi, 19.) 


42 
* 


(49) 
NO OT to prevent, though exprefly 
intended for that Parpoſe. For, I think, it 
is evident both from the Reaſon of. thi Thing, 
and our own Expirience, that Truth (and 
conſequently Charity) will ' always flouriſn, 
in Proportion to the Liberty Nen enjoy, 
of enquiritg after it, and of publiſhing _ 
ahh. their Seatiments to the Way. 


A ad 6 Hacks 
| whilſt Error is manifold and various; me- 
thinke, my Lord, there is noed rather, that 
every Reftraint ſhould be temovd, and that 
all 1 Room and Encorragement, that can be, 
ſhould be given to that Freedow of Enquiry, 
which is neceſſary to detect the Vi 
and falſe Colourings of the one, and to ſet 
' the native Beauty an Simplicity af the at lor 
And, if in Conſequence of this, ſome al- 
and ground/eſi Notions ſhould meim get 
Abroad, is not that the Caſe even voti Or 
if any Opinion, now currently taken for Or. 
thodox, ſhould appear to be otherwiſe ; what 
Harm would enſue to the Church, or to Nelli. 
ny or een we be Concerned for 

Lag Was 1 the 
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* nn (45) Ms 
S 4 1.70 lis 4 
ble to Scripture, but not the very Serif: 
tures themſelves. And therefore to remedy 
this Defect (if theſe Articles muſt. fill. be 
continued) J would humbly propoſe, that 
the next Time the Conyocation ſhall meet 
and fit, to do Buſineſs, they might make it 
their firf Work, to cauſe, a new Edition of 
them to be prepared, printed, and publiſhed, 
with ſuch proper, lain, and ipdubitable Re 
ferences, apnexed, as for the futqte may put 
it aut af all Manner of Diſpute, that our 
Faith flandeth nat in the Wiſdom, or Syſtems, 
of Men, but (as it ought). in the Power, and 
Word gf Cod. Mr. Welchmpn (that ftre- 
nuous Aſſertor 


d Defender of the Articles) 
was. ſq, yery ſenſible, that ſomething af this 
Nature was wanting, that, in bis Edition 
af them, printed at Oxford tor. the Wet 
the Youth of that he hath en 
 deavoured, to ſupply. it. Bot, Whether 5 
Lk Hacken, will be thought ifi: 
1. cannot. ſay. Howeyer, as the Compilers 
have omitted it, and be Convocation hath 
hitherto done nothing towards it, we are 
certainly obliged to him f the References, 


he hath given us; and whic wwe may ſup- 
poſe 


The ith "Attic "bites, of the . 
eee chat Chriſt 
or ry e and took 

Fleſh, Bone, and all 
FRE to the: Perfecton of 


4 id tru . 


4 | Nature, "herewith ie enen 
That 


 ;nto Hear , aod there lirterh, c. 
Ebel aſcer Th into Heaven tuft be ilowell | 
L} every ohe, at believeth the Veriptureg's 
9 wm 1 5 
Ireſence 0 

laing, 1 Cor 
A cannot inherit the | 


— 
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L 18112 . ( 
8 change our © on! * n l P 
ed. like 71 152 us ire 7. 
Which ſeems was 5005 


Boch, with Fi A, inp, bog 25510 f be 
"aſcended ino Hlaæubn, or the Preſence of 
God, and in which he new ftrerh;: ab the 


Article aſſerts ; but a 2 or 15K 
Bach, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks; wherowith 
afluresall go 1 Chil is, Bey alſo Hal 


'be dabei, inſtead of ht wi earthly Te- 


bernacle... St. Lite indeed, I in two Phices, 
viz, of his Goſpe l, Chap. XXIV. 5, and | ho 
4. 11, ſays, that * ſtles e d 
=p (in the ſame 50 in which 
Joſt been conyerſing with them) big * 2 pos 
| rn but; he does not mean . 
that State of Glory, . where Chrift is 

to ft. at G Right 1 Hand but N into 1 
Air (as 18. hand 7 TE. dart are "Fowl; 
A the Air, Matt, vi. 26, and Tall Tal Eur 
panſe, or Fir irmament, "above us, 1 is called 


* e 


Zen. ii. 3, 5 2 4 as received 

4 out. of their. RAY hs e p 
* make, po m. mane of Py NN this Ar 

a againſt the Pepiſh Doctrine of the R YI 


«Corporal * of Chrift in the Euchariſt z and that 
| our 


: (145 
to be drm fromm Hehcs,” 1 leave te fu 
Grace, and to eee 
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"which ih chere ho 4 0 
Cbtruption 'the Nu. 
thiit Hatbitally 1s E 
Ofptlhg of unn, wheres 
far gane from Orgel 


+4 by A (a der 

t 10 5 

10 inclin'd to evil, n 
m would'thke” up ech eiche os 
Eder the 48 Partlevtars in. e * 


dur ate W to Wen ee 8 


but tdking- what is Mere ſuld 7 
ing wifi ine Heaven, fed Se, a3 i 


Chriſt ;, 
y ment by 7 "Wap, 
by 7 7 1d by T 55 or an % adit 
7 thoſe Phraſes in Scripture WU} "n43a9t209 
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and 0 I hls aun Nane | 


here deſerib d, cannot poſſibly be any 


whatever Right a Father may be 


quence? So that whatever might be the 


conſenting to it, 


(46) 
that deſerve Animadverſion 11 will therofors 
content myſelf, only with obſerying, GICH 


46, That this Orizinal, of Bireh Sin, 46 
Sin at 


all to us, being the Fault and Corruption of 
our Nature, > by any Act of aur own, 


the 


nor with our Confent, but ehtirely b 
Act of another; who vet neyer 
Right, either inberent in bine or. 2 
Intent, to repreſent, er act for, us 3 
Not, I ſay, any Right in himſelf becauſe, 
"though ht to 
have, in other Reſpects, to act for his Chil- 
dren, certainly he can have no Right to ei- 
tail Guilt gon then (nor indeed a Potuer; 
becauſe Guilt is a Thing entirely perſonal) 
And, that he cou'd have no Appointment 
from us, is evident; becauſe the Thing 


was 


done before we were born. And if the Ons 


der and Appointment ſhall be fall to Hive 
been from God:; what will be the Conſe- 


Guilt of Adam's Tranſgreffion with” regard to 
bimſelf, it cou'd not poſſibly reach to ur; 
who were noways concern'd in the Fact, not 


* 7 * 
t; 


n X-wat. a 
; But, 2dly. I oþſerve, that the 7 


viz. this Corruption of Nature, here ſpoken 
of, and ſaid to be deriv'd from Adam, is, at 
173 but doubtful, and ſeems to ſtand upon 
ery lender foundation. For what does it 
. more than a Suppofition Or, 
des it appear, that Adam's Nature, i. o, 


Goodneſi, were, by bs Fall, ſo corrupted, 
and chang d for worſe, as this Article 
implies. and /uppoſerh, but does not. prove, 
that they were ? From the time of this Tranſs 


action, and his Expulſion out of Paradiſe 


(which are thought t9 have happen d ſoon 
after hie Creation) we have no Account o 


Adam's Life and Behaviour, tho he is ſaid 
to have liv'd upwards, of goo Years, We 


iro tc dae. that the World ſoon be» 


to be wicked, and in proceſy of time 


and bis Family) to de cut off and deſtray'd 
by a Deluge of Waters: an Ee 
10 other Way to account for this Wi 
it might well be imputed to ſome Birch Si 
or Corruption of Nature, convey'd 5 

* 


bs un Fac and Fomen, his Under» = 
Ronding, bis Vill, of | his Inclination 60 


ſo bad, un to deſerve dwg wn | 


i il 


N 
| 
| 
| 
' 
| 


(4) 

Firſt Parents to their Offipring. But if Max 
was. originally form d ſo, as ta be, in bimpblf, 
capable gr it, 1. e. with a Power of diſdern 
ing Good and Bui, and of .choofing either 

and 8 Vith Faculties of a lower Rad that 
le to contradi&t, and maintain a Cu- 
Mt with, his per Paculties, and to in- 
dine him to choale the latter; iT Man, Uh, 
was originally farm d thus, what need th 


were a 


o 


ere of any Thing elſe, te gcedunt for tl 


QUAN) 
* 


1 
ty? 


that ches was nally hem: I think; 
1 evident to any impartial and 0 
Judif's Perſon, even from the Scrifture-acy 
count itſelf. For, we find, that . when the 
| Wen fo, hat 1 9 Tree was geod for Fuad. | 
and Pleaſant 7 to the Eyes, and to be defir'd ft 19 
mafe oi one wh, i 5, e. when (as St. James 5 
_ the Was aum away | her own Luſt, and 


enticed ; then it was, ſhe did egt and gave 
8 1 7 Huſhand, and ud be 4: 9 60 . ſo 
tranſgreſs d, the Law 


even in their Firſt yp d moſt p. perfe 4 = . 
s uy 545 A e bt | taken 


Place 


ve 


| Place. And to this agrees 


| pure and ehe, yet 


| 3 as ſo . and attended with 


(49) 


the Teſtimony of 

Selaman, who ſays, that that God made May uj- 
right, but they have ſought out many irwie. 
That therefore our firf Parents, tho they, 
doubtleſs, came out of their Maker's Hen 
were, in themſelvey, 
peccadle, or liable 49 hs being fo fram d 
and conſtituted, ſuitably to the wiſe and 
good Purpaſes of God, as to be capable gf 
chooſing either Gad or Nui; and that, 
when put to the Tryal, they ſuffer d their 
Appetites to prevail, and ſo did eZuelly chooſe 
Evil, is, I think, clear and evident frum 


the Scriptures themſelves. And, if by thus 


their Nature and Liberty, Sin em 
ter d into the World at firſt, what Occaſian 


is there to look for any other Cauſe of ite 


continuing, or even increaſing in it, after» 
wards? So that, as far as I can ſee, or un- 


derſtand, of this Matter (who am always 


- contented with plain. Reaſon, ' Common Senſe, 


and Seripture) I cannot help thinking that 
what our Compslers, either thro' {gnorante; or 
the Authority of ſome great Name, have 
call'd Original, or Birth Sin, and have re- 


ſuch 


3 | 
fach dreadful Effect is in Reality no other, 
than the very Frame and Conftitution of bu- 
man Nature . itſelf ; which indeed was not 
made infallible and impeccable but yet, was 
wiſely contriv'd by it's Author in ſuch a Man- 
ner, as wou'd beſt fuit his End and Deſign ; 
which plainly was, by making us Moral 
Agents, and putting us in a State of Tryal 
here, to fit us for a State of _— or 


4 Miſery, hereafter, | 4 


It may perhaps be expected, chat ſome 
Notice ſhou'd be taken of thoſe Paſſages in 
Scripture, which are uſually produc'd in 
Proof of the Doctrine of this Article; but that 
having been already done by a judicious and 
| maſterly Hand *, I may well be excus d from 

attempting it here; and will therefore pro- 
reed TS 


The xiiith Article, entitul'd Of Works be- 
fore ' Juſtification, which aſſerte, That 
te Works, done before the Grace of Chriſt, 
te and Inſpiration of his Spirit, are not plea- 
Mr. John Taylr of Norwich, in a Book, entitled, 
The Scripture Dofirine of Original Lin. 700 90 | 
THE. nt 


( ) | 

. ſanttoGod z foraſmuch as they ſpring not 
« of Faith in Jeſus Chriſt ;) neither do they 
% make Men meet to receive Grace, or (ad 
« the School Authors ſay) deſerve. Grace of 
« Congruity i yea rather, for that they are 
« not dane; as God. hath will'd and em- 
* manded them to be done, we doubt. not, 
deen 


n this Artitle thete are theee Propaltiont 
viz, 1. That © Works (i.e. Works good in, 
e themſelves; for, of ſuch the Article muſt 
508 rey N done before ti 
Spirit, are . not — (Lat. Grath, 
pleafing, or acceptable) to God i Neither, 

e 2. do they make Men meet to receive Grace, 
© or (as the School Authors ſay) deſervs 
“Grace of Congruity 1 Vea rather, 3. for 
te that they are not done, as God hath willd 
and commanded them to be done; we 


*« doubt not but bs gs nn e "on 


FRO YE x 1 


As to the firſt, it will 1 8 be es- 


dily — that Works, good in theit. own 
} H a Nature, 


af 


r) | 
Nature, may be fo l d, as not to 
be acceptable to God, either in a Heathen,” 
or oven in a Chriftian, 1 Cr. xiii. 3. But to 
,, us, who ſo often read, that Gad is not tbe 
* God of the Yews only, i. e. of thoſe only, to 
whom he hath given a Revelation, but alſo 
of the Gentiles,/ tho he hath not vouchſafed 
them any ſuch Privilege; and that: be is 4 
Rewarder of them that diligently ſeek him ; 
to ws, I ſay, who read theſe Things fo fre- 
quently, it cannot but appear a very extra- 
ordinary Aſſertion, that the % Endeavours 
of an honeſt, ſaber Heathen are not acceptable 
to God, becauſe-they ſprung not of Faith in 
Chriſt, whom he never knew, nor heard of, 
nor poffibly cou'd, Rom. x. 14. Virtue, doubt« 
| leſs, was always acceptable to God, and the 
| oy Ground of his Approbatipa, Gen. iv. 
| As therefore, on the one Hand, to ſay, 
dice was #0 Virtue among the Heathens, is to 
contradict the whole Current of ancient Hif 
tory '; ſo, on the other, to ſay, that ir was 
not acceptable to God, becauſe it ſprang not 
from Faith in Chrift, is to ſay, there was 
| ſomething neceſſaty to their pleaſing God, 
which One was. ita out of their Power. 
. UVUpon 


| 


ticle is grounded, the Compilers have not 


93 


8 (839) | 
| Vpon what Petter of Scripta this l.. 


been ſo kind as to tell us: But Mr. Welch. 


man, to whoſe Aſſiſtance I am forc'd to 


23. vii. 7, 6. Which Paſſages, it muſt be 
granted, do fully prove, that the Bulk of 


they — — were, Bury 
obnoxious to the divine Diſpleaſure; and 


have recourſe, refers us, in Proof of this ks 


Firſt Propoſtion, to Rom. iii. 9, 10, 19, 20% 


Mankind, both Fews- and Gentiles, had 
greatly - corrupted themſelves'; and whilſt 


being unable. to qxtrieate ibemſclyes unt 96 


this dangerous Condition, were thereſote 
Both in need, and Both equally concern d 


0 accept, of chat Methdd of Pardon and 


Juſtißcatian, rrhich was offered them by 
the Goſpel of Chriſt. This is the main 
Drift and Tencur of the Apoſtle's Reaſon- 
ing in this Epiſtle ; as will be evident to 1 
any one, e eee ee 
cially the three fit Chapters of it, with 
Care and Attention. But, from this general: 
Corruption of Men before the. Coming of 
9 that chem was 


5 " 
- __ * r C 
* * % : * 
o J 


(54). 
mo Virtue at all in the World, or, that if 
thete was, yet it, was not pleafnig to God, 
becauſe it proceeded not. from Faith in 
Chriſt: And indeed, I think, there is, in 
this very Epiſtle, very much to the contrary, 
For, when the Apoſtle ſays, Chap. ii. 14. 
ben the Gentiles, which have not the 
Law, do by Nature the Things contained .in 
the Lat — does he not manifeſtly al- 
low, that notwithſtanding the great Dege- 

neracy, he had before deſcrib'd, yet there 
were, or had been, ſome virtuous Men a- 
mong the Gentiles? And, when he ſays, 
ver. 6th and 1 oth, of the ſame Chapter, that 
| God will render to every Man according 
to his Deeds — Glory, Honour, and Peace 
to every Man, that worketh Good, to the 
Jew firſt and alſo to the Gentil i; 
it not - evidently implied, that Virtue, or 
good Works, are pleaſing to God, though 
they do not ſpring of Faith in Jefus Chriſt ? 
As therefore the Queſtion - here is - properly 
/ (not, whether there were any good Worte | 
among the Heathen, but) whether ſuppo- 
ſing there were, they were pleaſing, or ac- 
ceptable to God, though they rung not 
of 


ts) 2 
of Faith in Chriſt; o 1 think. Canned 


whilſt the Article 7 affirms, * 
were rr. 


When I enter'd upon this is Article Thought 
to have gone through it all at once: but, 
finding it would draw me too much into 
Length, and having, I fear, ſufficiently tir d 
your Grace already, I will poſtpone the Ex- 
amination of the two Propoſitions remain- 
ing, till a further Opportunity; when 1 
poſſibly may, if Health and Leiſure per⸗ 


ſome other of the Articles, not /e/ wk 
notice, than The, | 


bathe hn hs: 1 f With 6 
your Grace's Health and long Enjoyment 


And I ſolemnly profeſs to your Grate, and 
to the whole World, that, in thus freely de- 


mation of our Articles, Liturgy, &c. I have 
90 other N but to * 
dn. 


clating my Sentiments with Regard to the 
Neceſſity 2 a Review, and further Refor- 


Senſe, and the Apoſtle, both, ſay, they were; 


mit, offer to your Grace my Thoughts upon 


of that high Station, wherein you are plac d; 


"4 them. Whatever is more than this, — 


(6 5 
neft, though poor, Bae to to promote 
what, I think, would be for the Honour of 
Chriflianity in general, and of our Protgfiant 
Church in particular; and to excite ſuch 7 | 
my Brethren, as are under the ſame Con- 
viction (who, I believe, are not a Few) 
to do the ſame, as by the Fundamental Prin- 
ciplei and Tenets of our Church, 1 have prov- 
ed, they ought, and are required to do. 
Among conſiſtent Protgfiants, there can be no 
doubt, but that 4 Liturgy, and Confeſton 
of Faith, which are intended for the I 


and Benefit of all. Ranks and Degrees. f 


People, ſhould be /o framed, if -poſkible, 
" Both for Matter and Expreſſion, as to have 


Nothing i in them, but what is ſimple; plain, 
and neceſſary, to all thoſe, who are to join 


only to perplex Men's Mind, to confound 
Religion, and to beget Uncharitableneſs, than 
which, avg can be more repugnant. to 
the True Goſpel of Cbri. And I cannot 
help thinking with the late Learned and jus, 
22 Dr, Malis, that —— « It hath NC» 


Sem. before K. William 0 Marr Hemp 


tot Cour Mey 21, 168g. 5 | h 19 C:7 
| ver 


6 0 
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( 58) 
chat there ii an inſepatable connec don int 


Agreement between kbem: And, if 
* cannot prove, That," Why Mictld tbe . 
of 


the One be ade'1"dremine the err 
the Othir | 
NET. 6 d 10 


And, to ſliew, that un h not an gg 


Conjecture, 1 appeal to a certain Perform: 
ance, entituled, Deiſm'fairly Patel, and fully = 
vindicated ;' which the Author ſeems to c-“ 
knoWiedge"to contain the Reaſons of his De 
parture from the Cbriſſian Faith, No the 
Reaſon: are not all drawn (as they certain. 
ly ſhould have been) from the Revelation 
Jef; but, vera / of them, only from ſomg 
eftabliſh's Points of Orthodoxy, ſuch as, The 
Trinity, The Hypeſiatical Union of two Na- 
kures in Chil, « and the Doctrine of Chir 
Saliifacfian: which, however abſurd, unin- 
gelligible, and umworthy of Gold and Mani 
3 icht think them, he 
16 lim 'd — be rel —— 5 
re he had offer d t 

4 100 he Ooh ea ti The find. 
In — hold and — * In any ani. 
ſlian dur or by any Writer: in i is not 
ſufficlent ; Mr Churches, and Door: may be 
miſtaken't' And therefore, — — 

| ente. 


Allegations againf the Goſpel, 
from the Goſpel itſelf. By this Method; 
they would not only throw the Lad'ring 
Oar upon their Adverſaries ; but, by depriv- 
ing them of their chief Strength, would alſo 
(if-I miſtake not) greatly contribute: to leſſen 
their Number, and to make the Goſpel ap- 
h _ in itſelf, all reaſonable Men think 
t, 
vation, and worthy of all Men.to be received, - 
jd Se tions wt an td e 
And here I cannot forbear troubling your" 
Grace with a Paragraph, or Two, from « 
Book, - publiſh/d i fone few Years age by « 
Set F very. judicious Gentlemen, under the 
Title of Free and Candid Diſquiſitions, &. 4 
Work, 1 think, very highly to be eſteem d, 
though I do not agree with it in every par- 
tleular, ''* The Cauſe (ſoy They, pag. 8, 9, 
of the Chriſtian Religion, as ſurh, le, (un- 
 doubtedly tuperior to every other Conſide- 
4 ration : And in: order — That of 
en the Former 2 
13 90 2 y 


Wiſdom and Power of God unto Sal. 


Ws bid, the- Confiltution-' of the Church of 


+ e that 


jn order to the bettor 


. 
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„* by-alt moans be made the principal 


as being 


4% It is in this large and 
« View, that we contemplate Things, 
„fin of the Chriſtian z and inthe 


« England, as intended to be ſubſeyvient 
Tm, Whew therefore we de- 
* fro forne Amendments” in the Conſtitu- 
«4 gion of this Church, we defive them 'only 
% ment of Chriſtianity : Which as 'Phings 
% now ſtand, and are no better regulated a- 
% mong us; we, for aur Parts, a 
to be nn lofing-Ground, 
| and 
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